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Contrasting Location – Porthcawl (Full Day)

This full day excursion takes a contrasting look at the (sunny) seaside town of Porthcawl.

The day starts off with a visit to the picturesque harbour, where we will compare the current landuse with old pictures painted during the 19th century. 

We explore the old horse drawn tramlines, a remnant of Porthcawl’s important iron ore history, and climb the harbour wall, weather permitting! With prior booking the children can visit the lifeboat station and see the lifeboat, (aged 6+ only). 

During the harbour tour the children are asked to draw old and new things they have seen.

Following this there is then an opportunity to compare and contrast the types of houses in Porthcawl and undertake a street quality survey.

In the afternoon we visit Rest Bay for a spot of rock-pooling and / or beach art. Who will be the lucky one to find a crab? Which group will find the most variety of rock-pool life?

Beach art? Choose a theme and use the resources available on the beach!

Environmental Education at Dare Valley

Welcome to the new Environmental Education Service based at Dare Valley Country Park.

Staff 

Our friendly and professional education staff are CRB checked, Child 
Protection and First Aid trained.

Programmes

We offer a range of half and full day, National Curriculum-linked programmes for Key Stages 0-2. The programmes use a range of games, activities and role-play to bring education to life, stimulate interest and inspire! With notice they can also be tailored to your individual needs. A limited number of programmes are offered from Glyncornel Nature Reserve.

Outdoor Classroom

All on-site programmes begin with introductory games and activities under the painted canvas roof of our outdoor classroom.

Classroom

We have a dedicated classroom where we can eat packed lunches in poor weather.

Transport

We currently supply free transport for up to 30 children plus 2 staff to and from schools and for off-site excursion.

Equipment

The service is well equipped with a wide range of scientific field studies equipment.

Booking

For further details or to make a booking contact the education team via Lesley Jones on 01685 874672

Habitats (Full or Half day)

Choose from half-day options - ponds or woodlands. Alternatively you can do both as a full day programme.

Pond Lucky Dip

Discover the wild and wonderful creatures that live in the streams and ponds. What will the children catch? They can use their magnifying pots and keys to study and identify their captive beasts. How are they adapted for living here? Did they see the dippers, kingfishers or herons? Is the water polluted?











[image: image1.wmf]
Woodland World

Explore the world of old oak woodland through a range of woodland related games and activities, tailored according to the season. Hear the ambient sounds under the ‘veil of silence’, play the needs and seeds game, observe the signs that creatures have left behind and tickle the feet of a tree! Finish off with a mini-beast safari and compare and contrast the creatures with those seen in the pond.

“Excellent experience for staff and children. Brings class work to life”-Ton Pentre Juniors
“A really fantastic and enjoyable experience close to school. Will certainly use again and recommend to others.”

Penrhiwceibr Primary
River Study (Full day)
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Observe and measure a river from its source to the sea!

Choose between the Rhondda, Fawr, Fach or Ogmore Rivers. 

The Rhondda trips end at Cardiff Bay, while the more rural Ogmore trip ends at Ogmore-on-sea.

Observations are made about river features, valley shape, land use and man-made modifications.

Measurements are taken for depth, width, water and air temperature and water velocity, using a variety of fieldwork equipment (including orange peel!).

There is an option to sample mini beasts in the riverbed to determine the level of pollution.

“Very informative day that the pupils enjoyed. I personally enjoyed the trip to the barrage, which told all the pupils that this was the entrance to the sea. Thank you” – Ton Pentre Juniors

“The experience provided a wealth of knowledge and unforgettable first hand experience for children” – St Gabriel & Raphael RC Primary School.
Changing Valley (Full day)
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Oh how the Rhondda has changed! This historical excursion starts at the top of the Rhondda Fawr at Hen Dre’r Mynydd Iron Age Fort.

After a brief explanation of the geology and unique glaciology that created the Rhondda, we compare and contrast life during the Iron Age period utilising a collection of replica artefacts found in Craig y Llyn.

We then move on through time to when geese were herded over the Rhigos along the old parish road (now a footpath) and then on to the pre-industrial revolution 19th Century. 

A drive to the viewpoint at St Mary’s Shrine in Penrhys helps us to view rural farmland and industrial scars and heritage, which now dominate the valley plus current developments that demonstrate that changes are on-going.

In the afternoon we visit the Rhondda Heritage Park for a more detailed look at the more recent history of the Rhondda Valley
‘Thanks for everything, a great residential experience we especially enjoyed the Changing Valley day.’

Guildford Grove Primary School

Orienteering / Teambuilding 

(Full or half day)
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Can your teams navigate their way around the orienteering course and complete team building games with skill and without falling out with each other? 

This fun filled session introduces the children to basic map reading skills, required for orienteering. However, the emphasis is on teamwork, safety and responsibility.

After a thorough briefing the teams are sent out in different directions to visit and record as many controls as possible in the allocated time. They are scored on the number of controls recorded, the time taken to complete the course and the team task and, most importantly, teamwork skills! 

‘Another great day’s orienteering, thanks again.’  Ton Pentre Juniors.

Contrasting Location – Porthcawl (Full day)
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This full day excursion takes a contrasting look at the (sunny) seaside town of Porthcawl.

The day starts off with a visit to the picturesque harbour where we will compare the current landuse with old pictures painted during the 19th century. 

We explore the old horse drawn tramlines, a remnant of Porthcawl’s important iron ore history, and climb the harbour wall, weather permitting! With prior booking the children can visit the lifeboat station and see the lifeboat, (aged 6+ only). 

During the harbour tour the children are asked to draw old and new things they have seen.

Following this there is an opportunity to compare and contrast the types of houses in Porthcawl and undertake a street quality survey.

In the afternoon we visit Rest Bay for a spot of rock-pooling and/or beach art. Who will be the lucky one to find a crab? Which group will find the biggest variety of rock-pool life?

Beach art? Choose a theme and use the resources available on the beach!
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