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	Anti-Bullying Policy And Procedures




1.
What’s This All About?

1.1
The Education and Inspections Act 2006, which received Royal Assent on 8th November2006 places a new duty on governing bodies of all schools in England and Wales to ”promote the well-being of pupils at the school”.

1.2
In Wales the well-being of children, as defined by Section 25 (2) of the Children Act 2004, relates to: 

(a)
physical and mental health and emotional well-being;

(b)
protection from harm and neglect;

(c)
education, training and recreation;

(d)
the contribution made by them to society;

(e)
social and economic well-being.

1.3
Tackling bullying at all schools within Rhondda Cynon Taf is an essential step in ensuring the well-being of our young people.

1.4
The new Act also requires governing bodies to ensure that “..policies designed to promote good behaviour and discipline on the part of pupils are pursued at the school”.

1.5
There is also a requirement, as part of this process, for action to be taken to encourage good behaviour and respect for others and “…in particular, preventing all forms of bullying among pupils…”
2.
Defining Bullying

2.1
The Welsh Assembly Government, in its guidance to schools on tackling bullying, defines bullying as:

“The intentional hurting of one person by another, where the relationship involves an imbalance of power.  It is usually repetitive or persistent, although some one-off attacks can have a continuing harmful effect on the victim, leaving them traumatised and nervous of future recurrence.”

Respecting Others:  Anti-Bullying Guidance (WAG September 2003)

2.2
Bullying results in pain and distress to the victim and can be:

· emotional  (being unfriendly, excluding, tormenting); 

· physical (pushing, kicking, hitting, punching or any use of violence);

· racist (racial taunts, graffiti, gestures);

· sexual (unwanted physical contact or sexually abusive comments);

· homophobic (because of, or focusing on the issue of sexuality);

· verbal (name-calling, sarcasm, spreading rumours, teasing); and

· cyber (all areas of internet, e.g. e-mail, internet chat room misuse; mobile threats by text messaging and calls; and  misuse of associated technology e.g. camera, video facilities).

2.3
Bullying can take place at all levels 

3.
The Local Context

3.1
Bullying is a crosscutting theme that meets key priorities within a number of strategic plans within Rhondda Cynon Taf (Community Plan; Supplementary Education Plan 2006; Community Safety Strategic Plan 2005-2008; the Health, Social Care & Well-being Strategy 2005-2006).

3.2
During the Summer Term 2006 a consultation report (‘Bullying Related Education in Rhondda Cynon Taf 2006’) was commissioned by the Service Director, School Support and Improvement in order to provide an overview of current perceptions of, and responses to, the issue of bullying in Rhondda Cynon Taf. (See paragraph 5 below for details of where this report can be accessed).

3.3
It is evidenced within the report that whilst ‘…there is a great deal of activity in schools and the youth service of RCT in addressing the issue of bullying’, and many examples of ‘….innovative and inclusive practice…’,  there are also a ‘…number of development needs...’ including an emerging area of need to develop communication between schools and parents. 

3.4
In addressing some of the recommendations within the report, the LEA hosted a conference during November 2006, to raise the profile of National Bullying Awareness Week; to showcase examples of good practice in Rhondda Cynon Taf and to promote services and resources available. 

3.5
An Anti-Bullying Officer was appointed by the LEA to promote WAG guidance within schools and to offer support in updating or creating policies that meet required standards.  The officer will disseminate consultation findings, a directory of services, useful contacts and resources to tackle bullying, on a cluster basis during Spring 2007.

4.
What Should Governing Bodies do Now?

4.1
The WAG ‘Respecting Others’ guidance circular has previously confirmed that ..“Head teachers and governing bodies must, by law, have a policy to prevent all forms of bullying among pupils” It also states that such policies should comply with:

· the Human Rights Act 1998;

· the Race Relations Amendment Act 2000;  and

· the Disability Discrimination Act Part 4 (as amended by the Special Educational Needs and Disability Act 2001).

4.2
It is recommended that all governing bodies review their anti-bullying policy and procedures to ensure they are effective and conform to WAG guidelines.

4.3
Attached at Appendix 1, is a framework for reviewing school anti-bullying policies, which takes into account Welsh Assembly Government guidelines, and comments from ‘An Evaluation of Anti-Bullying Policies in Schools in Wales – Final Report’ carried out by Cardiff School of Social Sciences – January 2006.

4.4
When reviewing policies and procedures it is important that the whole school community is consulted and involved in the process.

 5.
Sources of Information, Help and Support

5.1
Mrs Jayne Jones, the LEA’s Anti-Bullying Officer can be contacted at Tŷ Trevithick, for future information and guidance on this issue.

5.2
There is a wide range of support materials available to headteachers and governors to support them in tackling bullying at their schools.

5.3
Some of the main  resources are listed below.

‘Respecting Others’  Anti-bullying Guidance, National Assembly for Wales Circular No 23/2003 

http://www.learning.wales.gov.uk/pdfs/c2303-respecting-others-e.pdf
‘Evaluation of Anti-Bullying Policies in Schools in Wales – Final Report’ – Cardiff School of Social Sciences

Advisory Centre for Education:  Bulletin 34, Governors and Bullying, ACE 1990

A selection of web-based resources are also to be found on the following sites. There are links to all these sites at the Rhondda Cynon Taf Anti Bullying web site _________________

	www.antibullying.net/ 

	www.anti-bullyingalliance.co.uk

	www.bandapilot.org.uk

	www.bullying.co.uk

	www.childline.org.uk

	www.childline.org.uk/Schools.asp 

	www.childreninwales.gov.uk

	www.kidscape.org.uk

	www.ncb.org.uk

	www.nch.org.uk

	www.nspcc.org.uk

	www.parentlineplus.org.uk/index.php?id=9 

	www.respectingothers.org.uk

	www.stonewallcymru.org.uk 

	www.teachers.tv

	www.teachernet.gov.uk

	www.voicesfromcarecymru.org.uk 
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